e/13/70 


Dr. Ralph Abernathy 

Southara Ghristlen i-eaderahlp Conference 

Atlanta, Oa# * - • 

Dear Dr, Abarnathy, 

Thla las wre painful letter to write than th*^ others (all iinonawered) 
that ^ hoTff written you, every SCIC official I could, all of Dr. King* a friends 
I could opproach, all the black leadara within my reach, and those with him 
when he wan aaaeealnntel who have holpad themaeliee bo nade into block ^udases. 
Several black mamfcera of Gongreaa, too, as well ea black publishara and other 
persona 11 tie a, auch as leading enterteinera. 

The intended defamation in tha current TIMS end the attendant publicity 
could have bean reduced. If not eliminated, by tne open end honoat airing of tee 
inherent FBI blaolcnall, as I do It in iny atudy of the aeaaeainatlon, ^ich you 
would not taka ttia time to read or send someone to examine* One of you, Mr. 

<^nntney ^oung, in coavereatlon with me a year a^, confirmed rhy suspicion thet 
all black leaders were engaging In self-blackmail in y^>ur fVitllity. 

iVithout rancor end intending no peraonal insult, I ask you, aa a man 
end ae a Christian mlnlstar, to Justify your and ell other silences about this 
assassination and the obviously framed eolation* Is this the manly oouraep the 
dedication of true friends of tne victim of a murder? le thla the courae of 
those dedicated to e decent society? Of those seeking a better Ufa for those 
so long and ao unjustly denied It? 

It is a cowardly course, one tnnt defer»a friendship as it does honor, 
r'^gsrdleas of any seemingly utllitsplen self- Justification behind which you all 
hide, like in toe fable of tae Amperor’s Clothes* 

I did not ask that you help me get my work publl**hed, or tost you help 
finance my lavaetlgetlon, although I think tne book, ^ th its extenalwe docu lenta- 
tion. Including of tne Blmningham murders and tne diaegsgeful, truly eubverslve 
record of tne FBI, would have raised fhnda for your work, I asked only that you 
(plural) inform youreelves, aeak and learn the truth. 

It la Dr, Klng*s greet tragedy, as it was ^ohn Bsnnody*a, that sanong 
his friends, among those made greet by the touch of his greotneas, there was no 
single one with the manhood to follow the biblical injunction. 

Only truth ern set you free from the captivity of this record. If It la 
already Ista, I beg of y^'U, In your own interest, do not let It get loter still 
wlth'^ut doing what the c*^urae of personal honor end genuine dedlct^tlon to those 
things of which you apeak re'-.ulre of you. See the evidence 1 h' ve gsthcred and 
included In the completed book. 

Letter to Tima enclosed Sincerely, 


l^xold Weiaberg 


